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Spain stirred up public opinion in the Empire, and provoked
the Emperor Rudolph II. to issue a decree (1597) banishing
the Merchant Adventurers from Germany *. This famous
edict opened with the statement that the Hanse towns had
formerly enjoyed in England notable privileges ' granted by
fourteen kings', which had endured for more than three
hundred years so as to obtain the force of ' irrevocable
possession' ; but English companies of merchants had
arisen which demanded a residence at Hamburg ' answerable
to their desire'; when this was refused they usurped the
privileged trade of the Hansards in order to strengthen their
own trade. While the League was thus dispossessed of its
' inheritance of trade'2 in England, the Merchant Adven-
turers had penetrated into Germany in large numbers, and
as their position rested on monopoly their presence was a
violation of the ordinances of the Empire. Their offence
was aggravated by the abuse of their monopoly, the prices
at which commodities were sold being " as high again as
when the Hanse towns enjoyed their privileges '*.
The united forces of the Empire, the League and Spain,
were now arrayed against the Merchant Adventurers. The
King of Spain, who had ' sedulously promoted' the cause
of the Hansards at the imperial court3, sent ambassadors
to Liibeck to receive the Hanse towns into his protection
and to support them with men, money and ships against
England4. But Liibeck displayed no alacrity to embrace
the proffered assistance. Their policy, the Senate replied,
must be shaped by the progress of events, accordingly as the
penal mandate was strictly executed or not, or England had
recourse to open war5. The attitude of the English Govern-
ment soon showed itself in a decree ordering the Hansards to
depart out of the realm; the lord mayor was instructed to
take the Steelyard into his hands; and the following year
the historic London residence of the Hansards was converted
1 The English version is printed in Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, vii.
307-308 (see also p. 272). There is also a version in Wheeler, A Treatise
of Commerce (1601), 80 seq.
1 This phrase appears in Dr. Parkins's' Notes ' drawn up for Burghley's
use : State Papers Domestic, 1595-1597, p- 124-
8 State Papers Foreign, is83-i584» P- 224-
* Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, vii. 271.	* Ibid. 273.

